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Welcome to the first issue of Cross
Purposes for 2009 and the first issue with
yours truly in charge of proceedings.

It’s been a busy few months up here in
Crewe since taking over the job at
November’s AGM. A revamp for the
magazine, a redesign of the club website,
finally getting to work restoring my
Vauxhall Sportshatch after far too many
years saying “I must get than moved down
here so I can make a start on it”... oh and
the small matter of organising a wedding
for this April!

Well, I say organising but, as any women
reading this will testify, my job is to offer
support and encouragement, write a few
cheques, and generally keep  out of the
way until I'm needed. Dress fittings? Hair
dos? Colour schemes? All we have to
worry about is when and where... and how
to keep the oil from under our fingernails
prior to the big day!

There’s been a lot of that lately as my
Sportshatch has slowly been stripped down
in the garage so I can see what needs doing
where. Luckily the combination of decent
rustproofing at the factory (don’t laugh,
Vauxhall we’re one of the leaders in anti-
corrosion treatments in the 70’s) and a
good dose of waxoyl several years ago
have meant that it’s mostly solid - except
for the inner and outer wings, front floors,
sills, windscreen surround, rear roof
pillars. Looks like I’ll have dirty fingernails
for some time to come! At least it keeps me
out of the way while Carole writes out the
wedding invitations.

I hope you all enjoy this issue of Cross
Purposes and I look forward to meeting a
few of you during the year.

In the meantime, if you’ve anything you’d
like to send in for the magazine, or any
comments about the new layout, please get
in touch.

David
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Here we are again, well into 2009 and a
long list of possible events to look forward
to. Choose the ones you would like to go
to,  and contact Mike Hayman well before
the event for info and passes if required.

Make every effort however, to attend our
most important annual event, the all
Vauxhall rally at Billing Northampton,
where we hope to lift the trophy for the 3rd
consecutive year. Please contact Mike or
myself for the VBOA passes which you
need, to get in at the reduced rate. You can
attend for the weekend or just one day. As
I said last time you can camp or hire a
caravan at reasonable rates.

Duxford at the beginning of May is our
first club event, along with other clubs, and
in August there is a classic car weekend at
Leeds Castle Kent which is an event we
have never attended, I am looking forward
to that one.

FBHVC Drive it Day is on the 26th April,
always near St Georges Day. The local car
club in Hampshire assembled 90 odd cars
last year, and organised a run, most of
them flying the St Georges flag. Organise
friends and car clubs in your areas to do
the same, and let the public see your British
made vehicles.

At the moment my FD is stuck in the
garage with the bonnet up, waiting for me
to attend to it. I have had trouble with it
dying on me, once when I had no mobile
phone on me. After checking various
things under the bonnet, I managed to
borrow a phone from a passing young lady
with a pushchair, and made 2 or 3 calls
home for help. My son brought my phone
on his way to a friend. I was determined
not to call the RAC and after fiddling with
the points for the 3rd time it started. I
drove home and it stopped half way up my
road. I adjusted the points again it started,
so I stuck it in the garage. 

The next day I parked it in the road to go
on a club run, my wife got in and it refused
to start, so we had to go in a modern car.
When we got home it started immediately,
back in the garage it went. I did discover
that the anchor screw that the points are
fixed with was not biting and thought that
may be the points gap was altering.
Amazingly I found a screw the same size
and replaced the old one, the thread had
gone. That didn't work. I am now going to
replace the condenser as the spark was a
bit iffy, but I have been too busy with my
house to attend to it. I'll get there
eventually !

Ray

Chairmanspeak
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Wednesday 22nd April
For all you Ace Caffers -
Ace Café will be holding 
a Vauxhall evening from 
6 o’clock

Sunday 26th April 
FBHVC 'Drive It Day
A chance to Air your car
in public in support of the
Classic Car movement. 
No doubt there will be
some events local to you
all, and some major
events. 

To celebrate Drive It Day, Vauxhall will be opening the Heritage Centre at Luton from
10.30 am until 4pm. All cars a welcome and there will also be a chance to have a small
autojumble area.

Sunday 3rd May 
Spring Classic Car Show at Duxford.
Another early show organised by Duxford themselves. Well attended last year in
conjunction with the Viva Drivers Club. Need to check this one out against the VBOA
International run at the end of May and see which one to attend - Or Both ???

Friday 29th - Sunday 31st May 
VBOA International Meeting. 
Further details and costs from VBOA website - vboa.org.uk
It is possible that the Sunday run to Duxford may include an invite to all VBOA clubs, so
may include this as our opening meeting for the year

Sunday 14th June 
Luton Festival of Transport - Stockwood Park. 
There will no doubt be the usual B B Q and pub meet and camping with the Viva Drivers
Club on the Saturday night at the Compasses at Greenfield   Tickets from Dave Boon
nearer the time

Sunday 14th June
Bromley Pageant of Motoring - Mormans Park, Bromley, Kent.

What’s On?
2009 Club Events and others of interest
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Friday 10th - Sunday 12th July 
VBOA Rally at Billing Aquadrome in association with CCC Insurance. 
No introduction surely - Just be there! We won Best Club stand in 2007 and 2008, can we
make it a threesome. Entry at reduced rates, by VBOA sticker only. Rates and more
details as / when available Stickers available from Mike Hayman nearer the time

Wednesday 29th July
Classics on the Common - Harpenden
Entry by ticket only - see www.classicsonthecommon.co.uk

Sunday 2nd August 
Classic Car show at Duxford.
Another show organised by Duxford. Always a good venue.

Saturday 23nd - Sunday 23rd August
Tatton Park Classic Car Show and Autojumble. 
Entry by ticket only, further details at www.cheshireautopromotions.co.uk
If anyone is interested we will try and put a club stand together

August Date to be confirmed
Leeds Castle Classic Car Weekend

Sunday 30th - Monday 31st August 
Hampshire Pageant of Motoring 
Broadlands - Hampshire

Sunday 30th - Monday 31st August 
Knebworth Classic Car show.
Knebworth House and Park

September - Date to be confirmed
VBOA Open Day a the Vauxhall Heritage
Centre - Luton 
Very good turn out to this event over past
years

If there is anything else you would like listed or mentioned please contact 
Dave Boon or Mike Hayman.

For updates and additions, check the club website at: www.vx490driversclub.co.uk



Membership renewals were sent out early
February, and so far a good response, to
this. Probably around 70% of members
have replied, but still a few stragglers out
there. Hopefully you will all join us for
another year. Membership fees have been
held AGAIN at £25. 

The usual reminder at this point, for
anyone not renewing over the next few
months this will be the last copy of Cross
Purposes you will receive.

There has been a flurry of NEW member
enquiries, which is always promising. I
sent out 3 applications just the other week.
I know a couple of members have had to
sell on cars, due to lack of storage etc., but
please do remember to pass on Club details
when / if you sell a car on.

Hopefully 2009 will be another good year
for the club and it's members.

There are a lot of good events planned for
2009, and that 3rd win at Billing must be
high on the list - NOBODY has done it 3
years on the trot. Let's just prove how good
we really are.

I know I keep on about it, but remember IT
IS YOUR CLUB - make out of it what you
will, and if you have problems with
anything we as a committee are doing,

don't be frightened to stand up and say so.
We are only on the end of the phone, or an
email, don't be frightened to contact a
member of the committee if you have
something to say. Do have your say in
what's going on.

An updated list of events was sent out with
membership renewals, but there are some
additions for the magazine, and later
renewals.

First meet at Duxford 3rd May - the Spring
show organised by Duxford, and we had a
good turn out to this last year, in
conjunction with the Viva Drivers Club. A
little bit of conflict this year with the VBOA
International run at the end of May, but
hopefully we can still get a good turn out. 

Any body wanting to attend the VBOA
International Run day should apply for a
ticket from VBOA - details and an entry
form are on the VBOA website -
vboa.org.co.uk.

So, now the weather has finally decide to
cheer up a little, let's hope you'll all be out
giving those cars a polish up for the shows
ahead.

Dave Boon
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Balljoints and track rod ends

If you’ve ever had to disconnect a ball joint
or track rod end you’ll know that they have
an annoying habit of spinning round as
you try to refit the nut. Especially if you’re
refitting the original part, where the thread
is a little dirty or rusty.

To avoid this you should always make sure
that the tapered part of the balljoint is clean
and free from any oil or grease as even a
small amount of lubricant here can cause it
to slip.

To stop the whole lot spinning you need to
make sure it’s pressed firmly into the
tapered hole. For ball joints simply put a
jack under the lower arm and lift slightly.  

The jack also works on track rod ends (if
the thread points upwards) but don’t go
mad with it - you don’t want to bend
anything! For joints which push down into
the steering arm a large welding clamp can
usually be employed to squeeze the two
parts together.

Removing underseal

The schultz type underseal applied to our
cars is a nightmare to remove - wire
brushes and/or a hot air gun and scraper
seem to be the only way to shift it. But both
these methods often leave a residue of the
sticky stuff smeared over the panel. 

A great tip, courtesy of the Droop Snoot
Group, is to use WD40. Just spray it over
the stripped panel and leave it for 30
seconds - then wipe it off. Here are before
and after pictures...

Hints & tips



Do you ever find that there are some things
in life you can't let go of? It's like that for
me with FDs and FEs. After starting the
club back in 1986, I ran these cars as daily
drivers until about 1996, when a succession
of life changes (marriage, mortgage) meant
that more practical - and less fragile -
transport was necessary. 

A succession of Saab 9000s provided cheap
and stylish wheels, and my remaining FEs
were given away. All that remained was a
base model 1600 series one FD, which over
the space of four years I restored to become
'the stripy car'. If I'd began with a car that
wasn't so bad in the body, it would still be
around now too. Once that had gone, I

thought I was done with Vauxhalls from
the '60s and '70s. But up in North Wales, a
good mate and fellow club member Colin
Smith was still flying the flag. Meanwhile,
I'd got the bug for weirdness, and was
running a Tatra 603, Jensen Interceptor
series 1, Tatra 613-4 Mi and Austin Cooper
as classics. However, a chance conversation
in the Spring of 2007 went like this

DR: I'd have another FD if I could find a solid
one

CS: Well, I know of one.
DR: What's it like?
CS: Pretty solid, 52,000 miles from new, I'll

see if it's for sale.

How has club founder 
Dave Richards found himself with 
yet another couple of Vauxhalls?

The story of a brace of FD Ventora 1s in Eclipse Blue, 
XLD 507G and AVX 2G
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A week went by, and the following
Tuesday, Colin phoned up to say

'I'll deliver the Ventora at the weekend'

ooh er. Especially as I hadn't warned the
missus.

On arrival, the car had indeed only covered
52K, and came with FSH. It was an Eclipse
Blue Ventora 1 manual, registered in April
1969. Trouble was, it had been badly stored
outdoors, and by the time it was delivered
to me, the vinyl roof had been taken off,
and the interior stripped out too. There was
lots of panel damage too. So what do you
do with an FD that has corrosion in all the
seams, holes in the roof and  buckled and
warped front panel, rear panel, NSR wing
and NSF door? I took the easy option and
began buying things for it - new wings,
bumpers, grille, rear lamp units, clear front
indicators, some more secondhand doors,
and a set of five droopsnoot alloys with
wheel nuts, plus a complete FD 2000
interior, they all found their way back to
Halfshaft Cottage, to sit in the garage while
the forlorn FD sat outside under a car
cover. A half-hearted attempt was made to
finish stripping the outside, getting all the
brightwork off was easy, as the car really
was a well-kept example until the poor
storage had got at the bodyshell. 

But when I heard of another Eclipse Blue
Ventora coming up for sale, I watched out
for its appearance on the dreaded eBay.
Owner Mark Wilkinson, a long time VX
club member had told me about the car
when I'd been up at his house buying front
wings from him. He described it as pretty
good, which was a fair comment for an FD
that's never been restored, and has covered
114000 miles!

I think the '8 years off-the-road' status and
lack of a windscreen (it had been smashed
in storage) put many buyers off. Even
though I'd not seen the car, I wanted it. So I

sat in my former employer's office at
Teddington Studios in London, on a Friday
afternoon as the auction neared its end,
and unbelievably, made the winning bid at
3pm on 30 August. The following
Thursday, 4 September, I arrived with
Mark at 7am to pay him for the car and
watch it being loaded onto the transport I'd
booked. He offered to let me out of the deal
if I wanted to. I think he was realising what
a special old thing this FD was.  The car
arrived back at the workshop by 1 o'clock,
and I set about hovering glass out of the
interior, and ordering the parts needed to
get the car back on the road - brake flexis, a
reel of steel brake pipe, wheel cylinders,
and a washer pump were all I initially
identified. The windscreen came out of the
first car, which was now demoted to the
status of a spares car. I bonded the 'screen
in, noticing that it still had 1968 date
coding, so matched the glass in the rest of
the car. The rear number plate had to be
relocated to the correct position, as it had
been mounted on the rear panel back when
the car still had a tow bar. 
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A frantic couple of weeks spare time work
had all the brakes rebuilt with new pipe,
bled through, and new tyres fitted to the
restored 'snoot alloys. A trip around the
block on trade plates confirmed a slight
misfire and a very noisy rear axle. The
misfire was eventually traced to a snapped
rocker shaft - amazing that the car still ran
so well - and AVX received XLDs shaft and
pushrods to run properly. With a fresh
MoT, I took the car home from the
workshop, and during the eight mile drive,
dared not go over 25mph, so bad was the
growling, groaning and squeaking from the
rear axle, wheel bearings and diff.

It's the automotive equivalent of Michael
Caine in 'Get Carter'

So I removed the rear axle from XLD, de-
rusted and repainted it, and bunged it on.
A first trip down to London revealed
serious radiator leakage, so I swapped it
with the one from XLD. Then the starter
motor failed so XLD donated that too.

More recent work has focused on fitting
relays and new Halogen headlamps, and
continuing vacuuming to rid the car of the
broken glass hidden in the interior. 

Our first trip out in the car as a family
resulted in the check link on the front
passenger door falling to bits the first time
the missus touched the door, and a slight
on-going fuelling problem with some
carburettor surging at certain combinations
of revs and engine temperature. 

So far, six months of ownership has put
this survivor back into regular use, and
confirmed in my own mind what a cool car
the FD is. Mick Walsh, editor in chief of
Classic & Sports Car, who has driven many
of the most glamourous cars in world
reckoned 'it's a cool old thing, and I love
the wheels' whilst Sam Glover on Practical
Classics said 'the patina is just right, and it
looks so tough'. Paul Hardiman, who
writes for Octane reckoned 'for a barge, it's
good looking'.
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But for anyone contemplating renovating
an FD, there are still costs to add up, so
what does this whole revisiting FD thing
set me back?

XLD507G £250
XLD deliver £100
AVX 2G £700
AVX delivery £150
Interior £100
Snoot alloys £100
185/70-13s £225
front bumper £100
rear bumper £160
rear lamps £30
clear indicators £20
fog lamp lens covers £5
service items £40
brake rebuild £80
new headlamps £40
relay kits £22
sundries £50
TOTAL £2172

But a smidge over £2K still seems
reasonable for a car with such character
and dynamic style. David Taylor's
gorgeous FD design still has the capacity to
wow the crowds, and prompt comments,
particularly now the car viewing public has
forgotten what FDs look like!

Future plans for AVX include attending as
many events as possible - though don't
expect to see the car at the usual round of
shows; because I cover many shows with
my work, taking my own car to shows
doesn't appeal. Events are larger

'happenings', and often involve driving.
Which is why the club is named the
VX4/90 Drivers Club, as these cars are
really too good to park up. They need
miles piled on, and lots of 'em. One thing's
for sure, AVX's appearance in C&SC a
couple of times has already turned dealers
onto these car's strengths, and values are
rising. One call I had from the Channel
Islands was from a guy wanting to buy an
FD VX4/90 in Siena Starmist. And he has
cash waiting, and knows that he will pay
for the 'right car', so if you have one in
near-perfect nick, get in touch - there's a
keen buyer out there who wants to add an
FD to his collection, which includes
Sunbeam Tiger, Lotus Cortina, E-type and
many others. Has the FD's day finally
arrived? Even if it hasn't, it can only be just
around the corner, and AVX will play its
part in helping values higher as more
classic car cognoscenti see and experience
the car in the metal. And higher values
mean more cars are saved, which was the
purpose of setting the club up in the first
place. 
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As the newest member of the committee I
thought I should continue the series - so
you all get to know a little more about the
new editor...

NAME: David Martin

DATE OF BIRTH: 19/11/1968

PLACE OF BIRTH: Liverpool

OCCUPATION: I work for a tour
operator that specialises in walking and
cycling holidays. My job title says ‘IT
Manager’ but in reality most of my time is
now spent on web and brochure design.
Plus lots of “Dave can you have a look at
this...?”

MARRIED: That all depends on when
you’re reading this as I'm getting/got
married to the lovely Carole on 4th April.

CHILDREN: None of my own, but
Carole’s son Christopher lives with us and
her daughter Anne-Marie pops round
whenever she needs something fixing on
her car.

CURRENT VEHICLE: My every day car
is a ‘93 Range Rover V8 with an LPG
conversion. During the summer, whenever
I get the chance, out comes my bright green
VX2300. There’s also a Vauxhall
Sportshatch in the garage, which is now in
the early stages of restoration after having
stood for several years, and Carole’s ‘93
Mini Cooper to keep me busy!

FAVOURITE CAR EVER OWNED:
I think the Sportshatch wins this one
because, as well as the “oooh what’s that?”
factor it’s also a really nice car to drive,
pretty quick, and very versatile.

FAVOURITE FD/FE/VX (OTHER
THAN YOUR OWN): As an FEfan I
think it would have to be Pete Murray’s
black VX 4/90.

CAR I'D LEAST LIKE TO OWN:
There are plenty of new cars that wouldn’t
be granted space on the driveway, but my
least favourite would have to be a Smart
car. Horrid little things which look like
they’ve escaped from an episode of
“Postman Pat” and are touted as some sort
of clever design. But what’s so smart about
a car that’s 5ft wide and a shade under 9ft

Profile:
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long - but only seats two people? Carole’s
Mini (a 50 year old design remember)
manages to get four into a 4ft7 by 10ft box
and weighs over 350kg less. So much for
progress!

WORST MOTORING INCIDENT:
I can’t really think of one. Various
breakdowns, nightmare journeys etc. over
the years, but nothing really stands out as
being ‘the worst’.

MOST MEMORABLE MOTORING
INCIDENT: But lots to choose from here!
One that particularly springs to mind is
driving a Triumph Spitfire, which was sold
as “spares or repair” from St Helens to
Speke one winter’s evening. We’d checked
the car out a few days before and decided
it would be OK to drive even though it had
been stood for some time and didn’t have
an MOT or tax - this was before the days of
ANPR and cameras at every junction. The
battery was completely dead, but a jump
start soon sorted that and off we went. The
trip was going fine until a wrong turn took
us right past the police station (no officer
it’s not taxed, yes that bit should be bolted

to something solid...) but perhaps the ‘poo
brown’ paintwork helped to disguise the
rust, and nobody batted an eyelid. Just a
few miles down the road it then decided to
cut out at a busy junction - which my dad
had just pulled out of in front of me. No
option but to push it to the side of the road
and wait for my dad to do a u-turn with
the jump leads. I jumped out and wound
down the window to steer it while I
pushed - and the window promptly fell off
the runners and dropped down into the
door. Then, right on cue, a massive hail
storm started which dumped about 2
inches of the stuff onto the drivers seat. A
jump start got it going again but driving
the last few miles sat on a pile the gently
melting ice wasn’t pleasant... Is it possible
to get frostbite in your bum?

OTHER INFORMATION: I’ve been
interested in cars from and early age -
always getting my head under the bonnet
whenever my dad was fixing something,
and a weekend trip to the scrapyard was
great fun! The first car I ever drove (well,
steered whilst sitting on my dads lap) was
a yellow FE Victor. 
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When Alf originally introduced the “Profile” pages they were intended as a way for
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like to see their own profile in print, please just jot down some details and send them

in. If you’ve got a photo of yourself or your car(s) too they’d be most welcome.
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The Triumph 2000 and Vauxhall VX 4/90
represent opposite extremes among the
hordes of contenders in the 2litre saloon
category.

The Triumph originally appeared in 1963
and went for the first six years of what
seems destined to be a very long life almost
without change. It has never had quite the
cachet of, say, the Rover 2000- nor the
desirability, it seems, to judge by sales
figures. But it kept Triumph to the fore in
pre-1300 days at a time when that concern's
only other saloons were the ageing Herald
and its bigger-engined derivative, the
Vitesse.

The changes made to the 2000 last autumn
more than justify that dog-eared old cliché
about a, new lease of life, at least as far as
comfort is concerned. Handling has
changed hardly at all, as we shall see.
Neither has performance for, as appears
inevitable when a MkI anything becomes a
MkII, there has been an increase in weight.

It must be remembered, though, that the
2000 - even in its original form - never had
exaggerated pretensions in either of these
directions. Svelte comfort is its forte,
coupled with a modicum of good road
behaviour. For real performance a
customer has to put down another £183
which brings him an uprated 2000 in the
form of the 2.5P1 MkII, with the elderly six-
cylinder engine opened out by another half
litre and stimulated to greater effort by the
addition of Lucas fuel injection.

The Vauxhall VX 4/90, on the other hand,
puts performance nearer the top of the list
of engineering and sales priorities. It had to
come back. For almost as long as
Vauxhall's mid-range offering has been
called a Victor there has been a VX 4/90
and it made sense to resurrect the title after
a two-year lapse for the warmer edition of
the 2000. The name itself is a trifle
convoluted: if you accept VX as an
abbreviation of Vauxhall and 4 as the
number of cylinders it's hard to see where

Group testComparison of the FDVX4/90
and Triumph 2000 Mk II from
Car Magazine, January 1970



the 90 comes in since it refers to neither the
number of horses allegedly present beneath
the bonnet nor to the maximum speed. In
both cases 90 is too low (it dates back to the
original FB VX 4/90, when Vauxhall used the
‘90’ designation for all it’s sporty cars - Ed).
One might have expected the ubiquitous
initials GT to be wheeled out yet again but
those who christen cars at Luton had
already used GT for the Viva.

If the VX 4/90's return was no surprise in
itself the timing of it caught everyone,
including the factory PR staff, on the hop.
Originally scheduled for an early 1970
introduction, the car was squeezed out-
under pressure from the sales people - in
time to catch the Paris and London Shows
late last year. It gave Vauxhall a 'new'
model to crow about, distracted attention
from that visible admission of earlier errors
the simplified Viva GT, and, since it used
existing bits like the Viva GT engine, didn't
take much preparation. Unfortunately, the
decision to reschedule came too late to
permit the whipping up of much release-
time publicity. The VX 4/90 slunk rather

than strode on to the stage. The cars
appearing at Show time were only
prototypes - production could not start
until November.

Now that it's here the VX 4/90 proves to be
nearly as expensive as the 3.3litre (Victor)
Ventora- there's only £66 in it-but provides
a completely different kind of motoring
with a willing 'four', aided and abetted by
overdrive as standard, in place of the big
but idle 'six' of the Ventora. Also the VX
4/90 is a much better balanced, and
therefore better handling, car. Among other
tweaked four-seaters it competes closely on
price-but not performance-with Ford's
Cortina Lotus and Capri 2000GT XLR, the
Sunbeam Rapier and of course the Fiat 125S.

STYLE AND ENGINEERING

When British Leyland decided that the
Triumph was due  if not overdue - for a face
lift the choice naturally fell on Giovanni
Michelotti, for he had been responsible for
the original design. To keep retooling costs
down he left the centre section unchanged
and restricted his external alterations to the
ends of the body. The front was lowered
and the grille broadened into a mouth
stretching the full width of the shell. The
nose is now 4in longer than before and a
similar lengthening at the rear has left the
basic lines of the transom-style stern
unchanged, other than for an overhanging
upper lip, while increasing luggage capacity
by a couple of cubic feet. In the passenger
compartment just about everything has been
changed, and changed for the better, in
appearance but not size, starting with the
seats and ending with a complete rethinking
of control and instrument layout.

The Vauxhall has some of the features
manufacturers apparently deem essential
when GT-ing a standard saloon. There are
the inevitable black and silver Rostyle
wheels, plus a new front grille and a thin
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line of contrasting colour along the upper
sides of the body. This apart, the VX 4/90
is almost indistinguishable from an
ordinary Victor. The mudflaps Vauxhall
usually fit to stop the front wheels pelting
the rolled-under bottom edge of the body
with water and rubble have been dropped
in favour of metal trim to deflect muck
from the doors, plus a coating of chip-
resistant rubberised paint on the sill panels.
The important styling features that go to
make up the VX 4/90 are all found inside,
where reclining front seats and a slim
leather-rimmed steering wheel are
standard. Comprehensive instrumentation
and a selection of switches stretches
Ventora-style along the facia, down the
central console and back along the
transmission tunnel.

A large proportion of the VX's extra cost is
accounted for by Laycock overdrive as a
standard fitting, operating on third and top
and controlled by a switch let into the top
of the gear knob. Overdrive is a £65 5s 7d
extra on the Triumph and now has a
control switch in the same eminently
sensible position as the Vauxhall's.

The engine of the Vauxhall is in the same
mildly boosted state of tune as in the Viva
GT. Even with twin carburettors it still
hardly betters 50bhp per litre and that
there is more, much more, to be had from
this unit, with its toothed belt driven single
overhead camshaft, has been proved by Bill
Blydenstein's work on the racing Viva and
of course by Lotus.

The Triumph is saddled with a long, slim
four-main-bearing six that is beginning to
look positively archaic against the fashion
for torquey ohc fours. The improved head
design with better gas flow and higher
compression ratio which first appeared
over a year ago for the similarly engined
Vitesse and GT6 is now also on the 2000
and is alleged to provide better
performance, yet the figures Triumph
claims for power and torque are unaltered
and any real improvement is negated by
the increase in weight on the MkII.

Macpherson strut front suspension is used
on the Triumph with the usual flexible
radius rod mounting to permit longitudinal
compliance and cut down on road thump.
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The Vauxhall has a double wishbone layout.
Rear suspensions are markedly different:
Vauxhall favours a sophisticated live axle set-up
located by four trailing links plus a Panhard rod;
the Triumph has independence by means semi-
trailing arms, now widened to give an extra 2in
of track.

As the human arm slowly atrophies, 2 litre cars
like these become borderline cases for power
steering. Vauxhall avoid the need for it by
having a lightish engine and sound front end
geometry, while Triumph now offer it at £52 4s
5d as an extra.

Both cars come with cross-ply tyres - broad low-
profile ones for the Vauxhall - and list radials as
(desirable) extras. Triumph lists Borg-Warner
automatic transmission for the 2000. The
Vauxhall can be had with GM's own three speed
automatic, made in Strasbourg.

USE OF SPACE

Having grown another 85in in length the 2000
has gone past the lSft mark and become
decidedly big for a 2litre. This growth has
affected the passenger compartment not one
whit, however, but even so accommodation is
just about adequate for four.

In most respects there is just as much room in
the Vauxhall, where relatively compact overall
dimensions and rather squat styling have
brought penalties only in headroom. To get as
much space as possible at shoulder level the
doors are thinned out and the windows curved.
Yet the Vauxhall remains a four-seater, with
reasonable legroom at the back, where the
Triumph can take five in some comfort.

Additional length at the tail for the Triumph in
MkII form, together with location of the spare
wheel beneath the floor, permits a deep, if not
very big, boot of simple, almost-rectangular
shape and fully trimmed. The Vauxhall's much
larger luggage capacity is considerably less
refined. An unprotected spare wheel is tucked



away to one side, hogging comparatively little of
the ample room, and a partial absence of trim is
likely to mean wear and tear on tightly packed
suitcases. At least, however, there is plenty of
space for them.

COMFORT AND SAFETY

It's not just the Vauxhall that the Triumph beats
on ride comfort-there are few other 2litres to
match it at the price. Soft springing and copious
compliance muffle and absorb virtually any
bump. The fly in this luxurious ointment is that
the suspension is in practice too soft, so that a
series of undulations can cause considerable
pitch. The Triumph rolls a good deal, too, at
anything above the most gentlemanly of
cornering speeds. Taken all round, it's a clear
case of insufficient damping; firming up the
shock absorbers would bring about a great
improvement without losing much in terms of
bump absorption. Perhaps the recent arrival of
ex - Grand Prix chassis designer Derrick White
at Triumph as engineer in charge of ride and
handling will result in some improvement...

The VX 4/90, with harder suspension settings
than in the parent Victor, qualifies in the ride
stakes as slightly better than average. Unless a
designer is particularly gifted-or can go to the
expense of complex suspension systems-it seems
that ride and handling must remain
incompatible. This is certainly the case at
Vauxhall, where the engineers have done a
competent job of providing a reasonable ride
and acceptable handling from a live axle, but
have had to throw away a little of the former
quality in order to get more of the latter for the
VX 4/90.

Seating has come in for change on the MkII
Triumph. Leather has gone, to be replaced by
man-made materials, of which brushed nylon is
offered as a no-cost option and is well worth
having for the grip it affords. The reclining front
seats have been redesigned and now give
noticeably better support. The rear seat, with
central armrest, is unaltered. The Vauxhall also



has reclining front seats. They offer
adequate lateral location and very
acceptable comfort.

Both cars have handbrakes mounted
between the seats.

The Vauxhall puts the steering wheel just
too close to the driver to permit a near
straight arm position while leaving the rest
of the controls within easy reach. The
Triumph, with four inches of rake
adjustment, obliges straight arm devotees.

Visibility is pretty fair from the driving seat
of both cars. The Triumph has thick
windscreen pillars but compensates with
slim rear quarter panels. The high-waisted,
low-roofed build of the Vauxhall has much
less effect on visibility than might be
expected from outside.

Wind roar is more of a problem than
mechanical noise in the Triumph. The
smooth, under- stressed engine keeps
obsequiously to itself at one end, and thick
rubber mounts ensure that the chassis-
mounted final drive unit does the same at
the other. Over 70mph, wind noise builds
up.

Despite its silent camshaft drive the
Vauxhall engine is not a quiet one, though
the presence of overdrive enables one at
least to cruise in peace. Wind roar only
becomes obtrusive at highly illegal 
speeds.

Influenced by its North American
parentage, the Vauxhall has a heating and
ventilating system fully able to cope with
anything the British climate is likely to
produce. The Triumph is easily caught out
by extremes, however. The heater takes an
age to puff mild draughts of warm air into
the passenger compartment while a sudden
increase in humidity will catch the
ventilating flatfooted and cause
instantaneous misting up unless the
windows are opened an inch or so.

The Triumph's instrument and control
layout has been completely redesigned for
the MkII and in practice is a tremendous
improvement. A sectored circle contains
warning lights. Two-speed (also
intermittent) wipers and washers are
controlled from a stalk on the steering
column.

Vauxhall provides the VX 4/90 with a rev
counter, ammeter, oil pressure, water
temperature and fuel gauges, though no
clock. Down on the transmission tunnel,
behind the gear lever, repose the lights,
wiper and washer controls.

In both cars all the essential items can be
reached when wearing harness. The
Triumph has a padded steering boss as
well as a telescopic column. With its dished
wheel and thorough provision for column
collapsibility the Vauxhall neither has nor
needs this. Steering column locks are
common to both.
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PERFORMANCE AND HANDLING

Weighing well over a ton and having
power and torque on the low side for a
2litre, the Triumph can't help but return
some undistinguished acceleration times.
Most other 2000s, including the VX 4/90,
could see it off. Some manufacturers lower
the final drive ratio when fitting overdrive
but Triumph do not, so the 2000 is no
quicker in the o/d equipped version we
tested-only more economical, quieter and
smoother when used for high-speed
cruising. The smoothness stems from
having six cylinders-two more than on
most 2litre saloons-but the obverse side of
this particular coin is that one can lose out
on an adequate spread of torque and
consequent flexibility at the bottom of the
rev range. As for maximum speed, 90bhp
definitely isn't enough to get the honest
100mph most buyers justifiably expect
from a 2000 these days. The Triumph gets
near, though the last few mph are very
slow to creeping on the dial.

The gearshift is entirely satisfactory and the
overdrive switch still better. It is only
sensible to put both transmission controls
in the same place, especially if done as
thoughtfully as in the Triumph:

the switch slides backwards and forwards,
with a stiff enough action to prevent
accidental operation, to clear In or Out
positions.

Taking handling as a separate entity from
roadholding, the Triumph is fine; even fun
in a cumbersome kind of way. If the wider
rear track has made any tangible difference
it is in improved stability, for the 2000 can
now be wheeled around corners with some
abandon. Admittedly there is body roll in
plenty and response to the steering can
seem a rather lengthy process but you
never feel that the car is going to get away
from you. The transition from massive
under-steer to gentle oversteer as the tail
gracefully lets go is a gentle, almost
apologetic one. Like the best American
cars, which it otherwise hardly resembles,
the Triumph is a lot safer than appearances
suggest to a kerbside observer. The same
basic characteristics are retained in the wet.

Roadholding in the form of simple
cornering power is not particularly high.
Half inch wider rims on the MkII have
helped only fractionally. An all-round
increase in tyre pressures brings a greater
gain without upsetting ride.

Now that power-assisted steering is an
extra on the 2000 we opted to try it. The
system used is the Adwest one, feeding an
amount of boost to the rack and pinion that
is mild around the straight-ahead position
and increases as either lock is approached.
In practice it works out better than most
British efforts, though still behind the
standard-setting West German ZF. In the
Triumph, which in any case never had
truly heavy steering, the driver is left with
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some feel of what is going on at the road
wheels, yet the high gearing makes ,it easy
when hurrying along to 'oversteer' in the
other sense and wind on more lock than
you need.

The brakes are, naturally, also servo-assisted
and have a nicely progressive action. Even
when starting to fade under repeated hard
use they continue four-square.

Vauxhall seem undecided about the
potential of the VX 4/90. The sales
brochure refers to 'its promise of
performance' and no more than that, while
the publicity people emphasise that it was
not intended as an out and out hot rod.
They're right. The acceleration is quite fair,
but top speed surprisingly low. In fact it
can't match the Triumph, in spite of having
another alleged 14bhp. The explanation
most probably lies in the highish gearing,
which benefits fuel economy but stops the
engine clambering quickly up to the peak
of the power curve. It could happily pass
this point and go on to the 6200rpm red
line in the intermediates, but not in top.

The VX, like the rest of the Victor range,
now has a redesigned gearchange linkage,
eliminating previous shortcomings and
giving a nicer action. Reverse is protected
by a pull-up collar catch on the lever and
overdrive is controlled by a switch
virtually identical to the Triumph's.

The test car came shod with low-profile
Firestone crossplies. They may lack the
ultimate grip of a good radial but serve to
show how, as tyre designers take another
look at the crossply, the gap between this
and the radial is closing in some instances.
The Firestones hung on well, ultimately
losing adhesion progressively and were
quick to get it back again under the
influence of steering that was responsive if
low-geared.

Firmer suspension settings have made the
VX feel a tauter car than the Victor. They
cut down the understeer, so that on fast
open curves with plenty of throttle the car
is approaching a state of neutral handling.
Body roll is also reduced.

Neither car can hold a candle to, say, the
Rover 2000 on ride comfort. The VX has a
taut feel that's fine on British roads but is
embarrassed by pave or broken-up tarmac.
The Triumph feels much softer but its ride,
too, breaks down badly on poor surfaces
due to restricted suspension travel.

IN CONCLUSION

The Triumph has actually been improved -
rather than just altered - by its facelift into
MkII form. Performance has never been the
2000's strong suit - hence the existence of
the fuel injection 2.5 variant - but is now
well equipped with most creature comforts,
especially from the point of view of the
driver. The new facia layout is excellent,
and luggage capacity has gone up - though
it is still dwarfed by many mundane cars.

The Vauxhall is a disappointment to
anyone expecting markedly better
performance than the parent Victor
provides. The extra power of the VX 4/90
is there on paper, but a lot of it seems to
disappear before finding its way down to
the back wheels. Conversely, the handling
is a decided improvement over the Victor
and this makes it a better bet, too, than the
Ventora. 

This article first appeared in “Car”
magazine in the January 1970 issue.

25



26

Club Spares

All spares are available via Alec Wells - contact details on page 2 of the magazine. 
Please note that prices do not include postage and packaging.

Oil Filter - SD / Z 25: 4-Cyl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4 each

Spark Plugs: 41-5TS / BL9Y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8 per set

Distributor Cap: Part No. 7953430 / D76 - 4 Cyl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £6 per set

Distributor Cap: Part No. 824735 - 4 Cyl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £6 per set

Contact Breaker Set: Part No. 7953448 - 4-Cyl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.50 each

Condenser: Part No. 1928111 - 4 and 6-Cyl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3 each

Rotor Arm: Part No. 1945369 - 4-Cyl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4 each

Rotor Arm: Part No. 820445 - 6-Cyl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4 each

Thermostat: Part No. 131-102 - FD Ventora, FE VX4/90. . . . . . . . . . . . . £4 each

Thermostat: Part No. 131-122 - FD-FE-VX All other models. . . . . . . . . . £4 each

Radiator Top Hose: Part No. 2694731/RH872 - FD Ventora. . . . . . . . . . £3 each

Radiator Top Hose: Part No.2694868/RH1140 - 1800 Auto, 
2300, VX4/90 FE and VX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £12 each

Radiator Top Hose: Part No. 2694725/RH1367 - 1800 Manual FE 
and VX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3 each

Radiator Bottom Hose: Part No. 2694726/RH1368 - 1800 Manual FE 
and VX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5 each

Radiator Bottom Hose: Part No. 2694869/RH1141 - 2300 VX4/90 
to Chassis No. CY199999 FE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3 each

Radiator Bottom Hose: Part No. 91008341/RH1209 - 2300 Vx4/90 
from Chassis No. DY100101 FE and VX. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3 each

Water Pump: Part No 2698413/QCP787 - FD from Engine 
No. 3139956, all FE and VX with Fixed Fan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £12 each

Water Pump: Part No 9960638/QCP953 - All FE and VX 
with Viscous Fan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £25 each

Clutch Cable: Part No QCC1011 - FD 1600/2000 Heavy Duty 
Starter to Chassis No. 8v156255. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5 each

Clutch Cable: Part No QCC1012 - FD 1600/2000, VX4/90 Heavy 
Duty Starter from Chassis No. 8v156256. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5 each

Clutch Cable: Part No QCC1025 - FD Ventora. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5 each

Clutch Cable: Part No QCC1040 - FE and VX 1800/2300 and VX4/90. £5 each

Clutch Cable: Part No QCC1042 - FE Ventora. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5 each

Panhard Rod Bush - Part No. 3431086 - FE and VX. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.50 each

Rear Upper Arm Bush: Part No 2714034 - FE and VX ( Set of 4). . . . . . £20 per set



The Vauxhall Trade Club shceme allows participating members to obtain significant
savings on parts and service items. 

Although it’s unlikely that the dealers will hold any spares for our vehicles but
consumables, oil, antifreeze, plugs,
oil filters etc. can still be obtained at
very reasonable prices. Also most
spares for your modern day
Vauxhall - should you choose to be
running one - are also available.

To use it, simply show a copy of
the card to your local Vauxhall
Dealer and they will record the
club details on their system. From
then on you’ll just need to show the
card to obtain your trade discount.
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Polo shirts (short sleeve) in White or Grey with Club logo; 
Available in Small, Medium and Large ........................................................£12 each

Short Sleeve shirts in White or Black with Club logo; 
15inch or 16 ½ inch collar (Medium and Large) ..........................................£12 each

Baseball caps in Black or Navy - One size/adjustable................................£6 each

Mugs ...................................................................................................................£2 each

Key rings ............................................................................................................£1 each

Sew on patches - showing FE.........................................................................£1 each

Tax disc holders ................................................................................................50p each

Window stickers - Round, showing FE .........................................................50p each

Window stickers - Oblong, showing FD and FE .........................................50p each

Lapel/pin badges - round ...............................................................................50p each

Club Merchandise

All items are available via Dave Boon - contact details on page 2 of the magazine

All prices are exclusive of postage and packaging. Obviously; buying more than one
item at a time means you only incur one lot of P &P.

Vauxhall Trade Club




